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The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Thursday, June 9, 2011, at 10:30 a.m.

The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable
KIRSTEN E. GILLIBRAND, a Senator from
the State of New York.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

O God of light and truth, in these
challenging times, enable our Senators
to hear Your still small voice. Make
this awareness of Your presence renew
their spirits and lift their vision of
what this Nation can become by Your
grace. May they be people dedicated to
moral values and determined to live by
the highest ethical standards possible.
Lord, keep them from success that is
purchased with cowardice, cunning, or
deception. Enable them to experience
the constancy of Your presence so that
they will choose the harder right and
leave a legacy that honors You.

We pray in Your holy Name.

Amen.
———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Honorable KIRSTEN E.

GILLIBRAND led the Pledge of Alle-
giance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which is stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication

Senate

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8, 2011

to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. INOUYE).

The bill clerk read as follows:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, June 8, 2011.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable KIRSTEN E.
GILLIBRAND, a Senator from the State of New
York, to perform the duties of the Chair.

DANIEL K. INOUYE,
President pro tempore.

Mrs. GILLIBRAND thereupon as-
sumed the chair as Acting President
pro tempore.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.
SCHEDULE
Mr. REID. Madam President, fol-

lowing any leader remarks, the Senate
will be in a period of morning business
for 1 hour. The majority will control
the first half of that time and the Re-
publicans will control the final half.

Following morning business, the Sen-
ate will resume consideration of the
Economic Development Act, with the
time until 2 p.m. equally divided be-
tween the opponents and proponents of
the Tester amendment.

At approximately 2 p.m., there will
be a rollcall vote in relation to the
Tester amendment regarding swipe
fees, with a 60-vote threshold.

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, leader-
ship time is reserved.

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will be in a period of morning
business for 1 hour, with Senators per-
mitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each, with the time equally di-
vided and controlled between the two
leaders or their designees, with the ma-
jority controlling the first half of that
time and the Republicans controlling
the second half.

The Senator from Illinois.

——————

DEBIT CARD SWIPE FEES

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, this
afternoon there will be a critical vote
that will take place on the Senate
floor. It is one of the most controver-
sial, business-oriented votes that we
have faced. Leading up to this vote has
been one of the most heated debates
and exchanges that many of us in the
Senate have seen in our time. It relates
to an issue that affects almost every
American family, and certainly all
American businesses, and the financial
community. It is a basic question that
needs to be resolved on the Senate
floor.

My friend and colleague from Mon-
tana, Senator JON TESTER, is offering
an amendment, which I oppose. I have
the highest respect for JON. We have
discussed this, and our friendship re-
mains strong throughout this debate.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.
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